SS. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church

Annapolis, MD

Catechism School Curriculum
The books and materials used by the students and teachers in the SS. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church Catechism School are approved by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. They are produced by clergy and laypeople through the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Religious Education and the Orthodox Christian Education Commission. Please visit www.goarch.org for more information.

The Church has always taught that parents are the family’s primary teachers.  Parents are the main source of what a child will learn about Orthodoxy, not the child’s catechism teacher. A recent survey of Orthodox Families sponsored by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese showed that children who attended church regularly with their families through their teenage years continued in the Church into adulthood. 

Catechism School is thus a supplement, not a replacement for teaching our children at home. The catechism school can only reinforce the knowledge your child learns at home during the week. We encourage all parents to purchase a copy of the materials for each child to have and use at home.

Catechism Materials

The following materials are available from the parish bookstore; goarch.org; orthodoxed.org; and holycrossbookstore.com.

Preschool: Reaching for Jesus, by Polyxeny Nimmer

Kindergarten: Happy With God, by Sophia Annas

First Grade: Me and My World by Theodore Kaltsounis; What We See and Do in Church; The Icon Book
Second Grade: Loving God by Theodore Kaltsounis

Third Grade: Sharing God’s World by Elizabeth White

Fourth Grade: Growing with God by Sophia Annas

Fifth & Sixth Grade: God Calls Us by Sophronia Tomara; 

Zines (short for Magazines): For Unto Us a Child Is Born; Heaven on Earth: the Divine Liturgy; Journey to Holy Week; A Lamp Unto My Feet: An Introduction to the Bible

Middle School (7th-9th): New Frontiers; The Holy Bible (RSV)

High School (10th-12th): Lecture/Discussion
